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DISTINGUISHED SCHOOLS 

A California Distinguished School is an award given by the California State Board of Education to public schools 
within the state that best represent exemplary and quality educational programs. Approximately five percent 
of California schools are awarded this honor each year following a rigorous selection process. Eligibility is 
based on federal and state criteria including the No Child Left Behind program, Academic Performance Index 
(API), and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  The program was established in 1985 and alternates each year 
between elementary (even years) and secondary (odd years) schools.  The award is valid for four years. 

 

         SCHOOL        AWARD YEAR(S) 
 

Anaheim Hills Elementary School  2008 

Canyon Rim Elementary School  2004 

Canyon High School    2007 

Cerro Villa Middle School   2005  1994 

Chapman Hills Elementary School  2000 

Crescent Elementary School   2000 

El Rancho Charter Middle School  2005 

El Modena High School   2005 1996 

Esplanade Elementary School  1989 

McPherson Magnet School   2006 2000 1990 

Palmyra Elementary School   2008 

Panorama Elementary School  2008 2000 

Prospect Elementary School   1989 

Santiago Charter Middle School  1999 

Serrano Elementary School   2010 2004 

Silverado Elementary School (closed) 2002 

Running Springs Elementary School 2006 

Villa Park Elementary School  1989 

West Orange Elementary School  1987 

 

Title I Academic Achievement Award 

 

California Elementary School  2008, 2007 

West Orange Elementary School   2005, 2004 
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